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FOURTH LETTER 
The Rev. JAMES ASHLEY, * 
RECTOR OF FLEET, 
Mr. GEORGE MAXWELL; 


IN wen TO HIS EPISTLE 


7 2 


To the Printer if the ambridge Chronicle 


OF THE EIGHTH OF THIS. MONTH. 


To be had crAaT1s, of Mr. Hopsown, of Cambridge; Mr. 
Wu, of Wisbech; at the Rzcroxy Hovss, in Fleet; 
and at the KINOS Heap, in Spalding. 


June the 16th, 1799. 


WITH THAT CURIOUS EPISTLE REEL D. 
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To rue e N ls 
TEES ron {eh ape gs ning vow 


SIR, | 


he's same Reverend JaMEs Aung, "ho on Guang 
Nov. 19, 1797, laboured in an Epistle, which was pub-' 
lished in your Paper of the Saturday following, to shew that 
the object of his calumny must be understood as guilty, because 
he (Ashley) had charged him with crimes that himself acknow- 
ledged were of a nature not admitting of proof, has again 
commenced Author, after a cessation of near a year and a half, 


A man who could thus openly and publicly set candour and 
common charity at defiance, on the bare intimation of his well- 
known confederate, is ripe for any mischief, and we shall soon 
see how far his bombastic rant about veracity (forsooth) is well 
founded. He pretends to have read the Fleet Inclosure Act with 
much attention, and in page 30 of his letter of April 5, 1799, 
asserts in the most positive marer, that by the express Letter 
of the Act there is no power to sell any land on the Fleet 
Common towards the South Holland Drainage, without or even 
with the consent of the Proprietors. This assertion, and the 
abridgement of some other clauses, of which more in its proper 
place, are the broad basis which he talks about most vauntingly, 
and on which he erects a super-structure of the grossest abuse of - 
professional men that ever disgraced the pen of a writer —Any 
one who is an absolute stranger to his character would suppose 
that the Act contained some express words of exception; but 
what must be his astonishmant to learn that 'instead thereof 
there are express words in the Inclosure Act, authorizing the 
Commissioners for Drainage to sell laud with the consent of the 
proprietors interested in a majority of the messuages, cottages, 


and tofts, appearing in the parish Terrar of Fleet to have Rights 
of Common. 


42 


E41 


Whatever may be his definition of courage or cowardice, I 
shall appeal to the public through your paper whenever I find 
myself attacked by base assassins, who circulate their calumny 
through the medium of needy emissaries and unprincipled con- 
federates, without daring to make themselves legally accountable 
ſor their conduct. On no other occasion, except in an official 
capacity, has any production of mine made its appearance in 
your Paper, whatever Ashley may assert to the contrary; and [ 
shall reserve to myself the privilege of exposing impudent at- 
tacks upon my character, whengyer and in whatever way I may 
_ think proper. 

2 ta I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
GEO. M * XWELL, 


Jon Ln | 
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Mr. GEORGE MAX WELL. 


SIR, 


HE above curious Specimen of fine writing; 

and elegant Compoſition, compels me to 
Addreſs you again much ſooner than I intended. 
Short as it is; in this extraordinary Effort, you 
have even © out done your uſual outdoings; 
And almoſt exceeded your incomparable ſelf; in 
Folly,  Falſhood, Cavil, Scurrility, and Abuſe. 


\ Your firſt Spurt of Newſpaper Virulence I con- 
deſcended to Anſwer; and, as you Had youtſelf 
Hirſt adopted a different mode of Publication, I 
then renounced any further Communication with 
Jou through ſo i improper a 3 in the; fol- 
lowing pointed terms. * 


« Beſte Lay any Serkan in anſwer to your elegant 
« Letter which ornaments the Cambridge Chronicle 
« of Yeſterday's Date, I muſt premiſe, that I poſi- © 
«tively renounce all future Communication with you 
* through the Medium of Newſpapers.—They are 
r te Become N te rhe pnblir, that it 
« would be hardly bone to crowd them with the 
« unintereſting Diſputes of Individuals, on Subjects 
a Nature merely local.” 


— * * ſaid thus much, J again 
C « poſi tively remunte all further Newſpaper Aller- 
* cations, —1 feel my/elf already fo much morttfied 


« and diſgraced, by a Conteſt with ſuch a Writer ; 
« that I will not increaſe that Diſgrace, by deſcend- 
« ing to Newſpaper Squabbles.—Inured to, and 
backnied, as you have long been in ſuch Matters, 
« they muy perbaps become Nu; hut they would 
— "WY 2 An ma; and I again renounce them. 


+ W The ln of our Correſpondence is of a 
* Mature not only local, but I may almoſt ſay pri- 
« -vate;- and (though you hade an evident Intereſt in 
« being read by thoſe who know neither the Subject 
ue the Parties) T have no wiſh for its extending 
* beyond the little Circle well acquainted with both. 
* Aud, of it muſt be continued, Lam determined 
tec ir Hall be circulated only by that Mode of Pub. 
-© Jication we bave already mutually adopted, and 
« which Iwill not, and you ought not to depart from. 
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Bit is the firſt time my name ever appeared is 


« hull be the laſt. | After ſuch a Declaration, any 
« further illiberal Attempt at Newſpaper Virulence 
mill be as Owaraly, as the whote of Jour GONE 
« bas been mean and 3 2 | 

Yet you have twice ſince, find iS 
obtruded yourſelf in the ſame liberal * upon 
the Notice of the Public. 


Your own Conſcious Feelings make you * 
wince at what I ſaid about the Cowardice of ſuch 
a Conduct; But, I appeal to the good Senſe of 
that Public You ſo often inſult with your Virulent 
Nonſenſe, whether there be a ſingle Reader who 
does not think, that the very coarſeſt appellation 


added to the Epithet of Cowatdly, would but 


faintly depicture the unworthineſs of your con- 


In your firſt Newſpaper Eſſay, in Anſwer to a 
Volume of Specific Charges, much too ſerious 
for a Man poſſeſſed of the ſmalleſt ſenſe of Honor 
to diſregard; you abandoned the whole in deſ- 
pair, and contented yourſelf with a Wretched 
Cavil at the Middle of a Marginal Note totally 
irrelevant to the ſubject. In your preſent At- 
tempt you are ſtill more unfortunate; for in 
anſwer to a very long Letter replete with ſimilar 


ee I 


L 8 1 20S 2 
charges, ou ſpend your little Rage“ upon 
three very little Words, which appear to be a.mere 
Error of the Prefs,” ſo. very immaterial in 'them- 
ſel ves, that if you had quoted fairly, it would 
have been ſeen, that they neither affect the ſubject 
nor even the ſenſe of the Paſſage.— But, ever 
ſteady to your old Syſtem of partial Quoting, 
misſtating, and miſrepreſenting; by taking only 
Part of a Sentence, and artfully ſinking the Reſt, 
you have given to this little Miſtake a Conſequence 
chat did not belong to it, and tortured it into 
** meanings never meant: which, if you had 
candidly quoted the dobale r er have 
been 1 31 : 
| TY OE 

e Dies aa 
becauſe it would have defeated your dark purpoſe: 
1 * now n lay' it before the Reader verbatim. 


„ the 48 Liter of the Act, you n 
* no power to ſell any Land on the Fleet Common, 
* towards the South Holland Drainage Expences, 
without Cor even with] the Conſent of thè 
«Proprietors: Such Conſent however you well 
. #-know.you-applicd far; and it was prudently, 
.«</peintedly, and poſitively' refuſed; yet, in the 
very face of that Refuſal; and ſetting it at Defi- 
«ance, you now aſſume a power of appropriating 
Part of the Purchaſe N of thoſe e 


e that very Purpoſe. 


Pamphlet of fifty five cloſely printed Octavo 


| . 
When my Letter was printed, I was at a 


conſiderable Diſtance from, and could not 


ſuperintend the Preſs; many Errors, therefore, 
unavoidably crept into the Page; and, amongſt 
others, the three little words I have incloſed in 
Brackets; which eſcaped my obſervation, till 
”_ wy _ them . Fo 


| The ariginal Manuſcript. ae proves this; I 
happeticd to preſerve it, and it is open for any 
Gentleman's Inſpection. There the Sentence is 
written, and it-ſhould have been printed thus. — 
« By the expreſs Letter of the Act, you have no 
« Power to ſell any Land on the Fleet Common, 
* towards the South Holland Drainage Expences, 
4 without the Conſent: of the Proprietors: Such 
« Conſent, &c. &c,” Whether the Miſtake 
were-an Interpolation of the Tranſcriber or the 
Compoſitor, it would be idly. waſting Time. to 
enquire. The latter Part of the Paſſage ſhews it 
to be a mere ſurpluſage, ſo very trifling as ſcarcely 


ta require correcting: For, as the Conſent of the 


Proprietors was, in my pr:ſence, pointedly, and 
Poſitively refuſed when you applied for it, it muſt 
be moſt immaterial indeed, whether the words of 
the ſentence were with, or without that Conſent, 


To what. then does this your extraordinary 
Effort of Genius amount?—In | anſwer to a 
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pages; chatging You with ſeveral new Injuries, 
wanton/intheit Nature, and heavy in their in- 
rended Effefts; and ſetiouſſy calling upon you to 
defend them, or contradict the Charges: You 
have been able only to cavil at three very ſhort 
Words, which would not have been there but 
from a Typographical Error; and which, at the 
worſt, would have been a Miſtake almoſt beneath 
the cavilling'Spirit even of Mr. George Maxwell 
himſelf, —This- ſhews, indeed, how miſerably 
hard ydu are /run:—This is, indeed, the laſt 
deſperate and wretched Reſource of a Mt hr 
** catching at a . 


4 


Though od, . Reader will 
recollect, that by this excellent Defence you 
plainly Confeſs that all the Reſt of my Letter 
(except thoſe three little words) is unanſwerably 
true, Silence, in ſuch Caſes, is Conviction. —I 
always conſidered the worſt of your malignant 
Virulence as the higheft Compliment: where is 
the Reader that in the prefent Inſtance will heſi- 
tate Ow and think the ſame? 


.0 Sbinething is ebſeurely hinted about © the 
«.abridgement- of other Clauſes, of which more 
« in. its proper place.” This is the old Trick 
revived; long ago the public were promiſed 
42 Series of Letters“ from the elegant Pen of 
% fRuſticus.. This Iriſh Series begun and ended 


6 u 1 


with only one wretched Production; a Miſerable 


Abortion, that died the Moment it was produced. 


— The preſent Promiſe will be ſtill lefs VEE ng 


for 1 foreſee 1 it will * in rag 


I am „ accuſed of * dh again e 
« Author, after a Ceſſation of rar a Year and a 
« half.” To ſay Nothing of the falſe Engliſh and 
true Iriſh in this ſhort Quotation, I muſt obſefve 
that my Letter of April 5, complains of heavy 
ſerious, recent Injuries; which have taken Place, 
or been Attempted, ſinee the Date of my former 
Letter.—This is therefore new Matter, and not a 
Revival of the old“ after a Ceffation of near a 
« Year and a half,” And even if it were, the Ob. 


ſervation would come with a very ill Grace from 


the Man, who is detected in raking for Scandal 
amongſt old Newſpapers publiſhed nearly Twenty 
years ago; and who ſtands Convicted of wiltully 
Miſquoting, Misſtating, and . = 
Rubbiſh after he had raked'it up. 


You mention my Connection with well“ known 
* Confederates; Needy Emiſſaries; and unprin- 
« cipled Confederates;” with as much Impudent 
Confidence, as if you really believed what you 
was writing.—I ſcarcely need deny the Charge, 
for you know it to be falſe. —I can moſt truly ſay; 


Non tali Auxilio, nec Deſenſoribus iſtis,” 


1a 
With equal Truth, I can ſay that I leave to you 
the wretched Reſource of retaining hireling Scrib- 
lers, and'other ſuch illiberal Aſſiſtances, in your 
endleſs abuſe of your Betters, which you are 
pleaſed to dignify with the Title of * Paper 


* Wars.” This I underſtand is generally believed, 


and known to be your Common Practice. 


Vou ſay I have charged you with Crimes which 
I myſelf acknowledge do not admit of Proof. — 
This Falfity is indeed of the true Maxwelian 
School.—l never thought or acknowledged any 
ſuch thing. I have always ſaid the direct contrary. 
In the fingle Caſe alluded to, it may perhaps be 
impoſſible for any but yourſelf to produce Poſitive 
Prosf; but ſuch proof can be adduced, as will 
fatisfy every unprejudiced Perſon: And as to 
yourſelf, the innate Conſciouſneſs of your own 
Mind, muſt render all proof unneceſſary. 


You inſinuate that I have not dared to make 
myſelf legally accountable for what 1 write to you. 
It-muſt be ſuppoſed that here you are confound- 
ing the firſt and ſecond Perſons; for this, inſtead 
of being mine, is exactly your own Conduct.— 
Have 1 ever addreſſed you under Nicknames, or 
with Blanks, or forged Signatures? — Have I ever 
addreſſed any thing to You, or written any thing 
about you, that I did not fign with my name; 
or ſend. to you in Manuſcript before its Pub- 


18 ] 

lication; or optnly avow, and am at all times 
ready to avow : Though you baſely charged me 
with writing an Anonymous Letter; have you 
not, on being publickly called upon, tacitly ac 
know ledged the abominable Falſhood? Have E 
not left you in full Poſſeſſion of your Figned 
Signatures ;=Y our Nicknames ;—Your Quibus 
Your LawPrieſt ;—Your Rufticus ;-Your-- Blank 

Blank Eſquire; —Y our. Puns ;-— Your” {nnuendos == 

Your Quirps Tour Quibbles ;And- all the 
long Train of petty. Arts practiſed by ſuch paltry: 

Scriblers?—1 never. admired, and l am ſure * 
never envied 0. ſuch Accompliſhments! 23+ 19 


In. the 3 at ambiguous Antoni you 
venture to hint (for Impudence itſelf dared not 
to ſpeak plainly) Something about my Chatacter. 
Whatever relates to that, I. cheerfully: ſubmit : 
to every Man that knows me; and ſtill more: 
cheerfully to every Man that knows you alſo.— 
Whatever other advantages you may poſſeſs; or 
however inferior I may be to you in other Reſpects; 
in this I proudly claim a conſcious; and decided 
ſuperiority ; and I ſhould be mortified indeed, if 
it were poſſible to torture our Characters into any 
thing like a Compariſon. —Such a Mortification, : 
N I am F ſecure * ee | 


Lou 97 On no other Occaſion, Except in an 
in * Official Capacity, has any Production of Mine 


18 

&« made its Appearance in your Paper, &. 
You are pleaſcd frequently to call yourſelf * 4 
4 Profeſſional Mas: à Term ſo vague, that in 
this Caſe I conſeſ I do not underſtand it; unleſs 


Profeſſion and Quackery be Synonimous Terms. 


But I wiſh: for Information, and 'therefore, pray 

Mr. George Maxwell permit me to aſk You, was 

your Newſpaper Abuſe of the very reſpectible 
Characters mentioned in my Former Letters, 
written in any Official Capacity ere your firſt, | 
and ſecond ſcurtilous Attacks upon me, writtenin 
any official capacity? s the admirable Specimen 
of Scurrility'I am now noticing written in any 
official Capacity ?—Are theſe your ideas of acting 
er Ofria It is plain they are, and that the 


abuſing your Betters is now ſo interwoven into 
your” Habit and Conſtitution; that it is not only 


neeeſſary to your Exiſtence, but I believe you 


* be one of you PE ne 4 


fondo thoſe who! have eg! my Kier 
Letters to this Candid Writer; and obſerved the 


numerous Charges, and groſs Falfities I haue 
brought home to him; ſome ſceptical Reader 


perhaps may doubt the poſſibility of there exiſting 
a. Man capable ef ſuch Duplicity, Deceit, and 


Evaſion.— Characters ſo complete are indeed 


kindly ſent us very ſparingly: One in a Century 
is quite ſufficient;=-lt was reſerved for che preſent 


actually conſider it as a Virtue; and it probably 


— 


r aw «a i. .io.-_cocc 
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age, to witneſs the conduct 1 have fo often ex- 
poſed ; and to boaſt of a Man, who, after being 
publickly detected in a Falſhood by a Worthy and 
' Accompliſhed Nobleman now abroad on his 
Country's Service, was capable of perſiſting in 
that Falſhood, whilſt every Countenance in a 
crowded Court bluſhed for the Man that could 
not bluſtr for himſelf, till his own Hand writing 
immediately ſtruck him into Silence, though 
even that could not ſtrike into him a Particle 
of Shame, 


Before I conclude, let me once more, Mr. George 
Maxwell, calmly remonſtrate with you a little. — 
This is my Sixth Publication reſpecting your 
Conduct; they are now growing into Volumes of 
Charges, ſuch as no Man but yourſelf could re- 
main eaſy under without Altempting at leaſt to 
refute them.—l have repeatedly called upon you 
ſeriouſly, and almoſt ſolemnly to do ſo. What has 
been your wretched Conduct? You have in one 


ner inſtance quarrelled with half a Sentence; and in 
the another You poorly cavil at leſs than half a Line. 
avec I had a right thus publickly to demand your 
Ader Defence, becauſe you firſt began the Attack; and 
ung becauſe all the wretched Ribaldry you have thrown 
and out againſt me, I have met fairly; reſuted Para- 
leed graph by Paragraph; and left no part of it 
tury unnoticed. Nothing but your adopting a ſimilar 


ent Conduct, can now ſatisfy your NUMEROUS FRIENDS, 
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E 
or ſilence your Enemies. Till the Attempt at 
leaſt be made, your Friends will ſtill. ſhake their 
Heads, and contemplate your Conduct with Pity; 
and your Enemies-will ſtill continue to ee it 
1 * and e, 
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| JAMES ASHLEY. 
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To the COMMISSIONERS 


FOR 


Incloſing the Common of Fleet, 
In the county of Lincoln, 


PROPRIETOR in the Fleet Common, who feels every 

foſible degree of ReſpeR for the great Abilities, the 
Wiſdom, the Candour, the Juſtice, and the [mpartiality 
of theſe great Luminaries; and more particularly ſor the 
ſplendid Talents of their great Dictator; is deſirous of 
paying his humble compliments to them. 


He perceives, by their advertiſement of the 2d inſtant, 
that, after the expiration of more then five years ſince paſſing 
the AR, they graciouſly intend, ©* after the firſt of Auguſt 
„ next, to inform the Commoners where their Allotments 
lie; provided they firſt pay down Seven Pounds and Ten 
„ Shillings for every ſuch Allotment, towards the expences 
of the South Holland Drainage; a ſeparate and diſtinct 
Work—but not otherwiſe! Now he hopes theſe great Men 
will graciouſly condeſcend to inform him, by what part of 
the Incloſure Act they find themſelves inveſted with a power 


| to demand ſuch a previous payment? and he makes this 


requeſt, becauſe his great Reſpe& for theſe worthy Gentle- 
men leads him to be apprehenſive, that by creating ſuch a 


[#11 
demand; making it a fine gua nm; and withholding the 


Allotments till it is complied with; they may poſibly ſubject 
themſelves to an action at the ſuit of every Commoner. 


The Writer is but a poor, plain, ** fmple per/on,” and 
therefore cannot be expected to underſtand an AR of Par- 
liament ſo well as theſe learned Gentlemen who are always 
poring over it; and ſhew themſelves ſo completely Maſter of 
it, that they ſet it at defiance, and act juſt as if no ſuch 
thing were in exiſtence. Though, to be ſure, he has not 
the AR quite ſo much ander his thumb; yet he has looked 
into it; and, though he actually put his ſpectacles on for 
the purpoſe, he could not find that the Commiſſioners have 


any ſuch power. Nay, he has had the preſumption to peep 


alſo into the South Holland Drainage Act; and after all he 
can /pel/ out from both of them, if his opinion ſhould be 
aſked (which indeed is not very likely) he ſhould give it in 
the following grave manner: 


& It is clear to me, that the Commiſſioners have no power 
« to withhold from the Commoners their Allotments, for the 
* purpoſe of compelling the payment of more money, in addition 
* ts the FouRTEEX HUN DRED AND TEN PouNDS they 
* have already received. It is true they have a power to 
* affeſs the Lands to the South Holland Drainage; and they 
* Hawe certain powers (tuch as they are) for recovering that 
« Afſſment: but I ſoy again, the withholding the Allotments 
** i; not one of thoſe powers; and 1 think their wantonly doing 


* g is puniſbable by action. 


The South Holland Act, indeed, empowers them to aſſeſs 
to a certain amount; but it expreſsly directs them to aſſeſs all 
the Lands, ** proportionably to the Benefit they will receive; 
% and that the Sum to be fo aſfſifjed, ſhall be raiſed by three 
* equal Payments.” Now it is certain that ſome of the Al- 


lotments are ſo high and dry, that they will require little or 


WWW 


—_ a 2 # 


„ 


no draining; and, conſequently, will receive little or no 
benefit: whilſt others will derive their whole value from 
being drained; and if not drained, will be worth nothing at 
all. Yet, every Allotment is indiſcriminately charged with 
exactly the ſame Sum of Money, to be made in one Pay- 
ment, when a Receipt is to be given in full Diſcharge of 
« all Tax whatever, in reſpect of the South Holland 


«© Drainage,” —— 


Surely this is a ſtrange mode of complying with the 
Directions of the Act, to Aſſeſs the Allotments proportionably 
to the Benefit they will receive, and by three equal Payments! 
— [1s it not rather adopting the levelling Principle of French 
Equality, even to Democratical Strictneſs? 


If the Writer's opinion above ſhortly detailed be erroneous 
or ill-founded, he wiſhes to be corrected, and is open to 
conviction, If it be juſt, he cannot too ſeriouſly caution 
his Brother Commoners to be very careful how they part 
with their Money.-The Commiſſioners cannot long with- 
hold the Allotments upon ſo flimzy a Pretence : It is equally 
certain, when they get Money into their Hands, it is im- 
poſſible to get it back again.----Two Caſes within his own 
knowledge, which have received the Solemn Determination 
of Courts of Juſtice, fully prove this.---The Mania for 
incloling was formerly very high indeed; it has of late 
coniiderably ſubſided; and nothing has contributed ſo much 
to open the eyes of Common-Right-Owners, as the conduct 
of Incloſing Commiſſioners.---Let the following Caſes juſtify 
the obſervation ;=- 


On the 2oth April, 1798, an Aſſeſſment of this kind was 
ſolemnly adzudged to be illegal and void, by a moſt reſpect- 
able Court of Juſtice. The whole ſum aſſeſſed amounted to 
£2658. 28. 1d. great part of which had actually been pre- 
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viodly. collected and paid.---Since-that time, another ſuch 
Aſſeſſment, amounting to about (. 3000, the whole of which 
had been collected, has in like manner been quaſhed, and 
adjudged to be illegal and void. In theſe Cafes, the Com- 
moners have, too haſtily and imprudently, paid theſe enor- 


mous Sums in their own Wrong, without the ſhadow of a 
Remedy to get them back again. 


e Verbum Sapientibus cat est.“ 
14. 


Frrzr, July the 23d, 1799. 


7. HODSON, PRINTER, CAMBRIDGE. 


